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About Sounds-Write

Sounds-Write is a highly structured, systematic phonics programme based on the Science of Reading.

Sounds-Write draws on well-established theories of learning and teaching, and focuses first and foremost on developing teacher knowledge, as this is the single

greatest factor in improving student outcomes.

The Sounds-Write Practitioners’ Online Training has been designed by John Walker, the author of the Sounds-Write programme, together with experts in online

learning, based on the science of reading and the science of learning.
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Our mission

Our mission is to improve the life chances of children by ensuring that they become proficient readers and writers. We
believe that teachers’ knowledge is key to achieving our mission, so we provide top quality, evidence-informed training for

educators to teach reading and spelling effectively.

Our values

Our core values are simple. Integrity, inclusivity, social responsibility, commitment to excellence, evidence-informed

practice and kindness make us who we are.
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Training is key to what we do. There is strong evidence of the impact of teacher knowledge on student learning (Coe, et al, 2014) and we know that
teacher knowledge is key to the success of any programme.

Sounds-Write provides practitioners with a sound theoretical overview of the Science of Reading and the Science of Learning, a solid understanding
of how the alphabet code is structured, and how to teach it.

A sound-to-print approach

Sounds-Write is a sound-to-print approach which means that it is based on and structured around the sounds of speech.

While humans have an instinct o acquire language, we do not have an instinct fo acquire reading and writing. Like all secondary knowledge, writing
systems need to be taught explicitly (Geary, 2005).

What does this mean? (-}

As a species, communicating orally in our native language is what is known as biologically primary knowledge. Other types of biologically
primary knowledge are learning our own ‘folk’ culture, being on the lookout for predators and prey, and recognising human faces. Children are
primed to acquire their own language (or languages, in the case of multilingual children) naturally by being exposed to it in the environment;
most children acquire it naturally without teaching.

On the other hand, writing systems belong fo the category of biologically secondary knowledge, as do other inventions, such as mathematics,
musical notation, and many scientific domains.




